Wakefield Riding for the Disabled Group
www.wakefieldrda.typepad.co.uk

Wakefield RDA manage a small yard at Pennine Community, a College of Further Education where they have eight horses and ponies looked after by 2 full time and 3 part time staff and 35 regular volunteers.

The horses and ponies, as you would expect vary widely in type – and include a New Forest, Fell and Clydesdale cross – with their ages ranging from 5 to 22 years.   Between them, they offer riding opportunities for 100 disabled people each week, providing fun and therapy for children and adults in West Yorkshire.
They have one and a half acres of paddock for rotational turnout and most live out year round in wood chip corrals, with a couple coming in at night during the winter.

The college land is organically and bio-dynamically farmed.

IW’s program for the Wakefield RDA is very specific to each horse and pony as they are so varied but they are on a low risk monitoring parasite control programme with faecal egg counts carried out whilst providing chemical protection against tapeworm, encysted worms and bots . 
IW is a sustainable option for the Yard with reduced use of anthelmintics and less environmental impact. 
*************************

We talked to Carol Blake, their Yard Manager, to find out how Intelligent Worming has been working for them and here is what she had to say:

What worming regime did you previously follow?
We wanted to conform to the farming methods of the estate, so we had used herbal, natural treatments on all the horses, on a regular basis.  These were designed to boost the horses’ own defences against worms. However, we weren’t convinced that it was working for all the horses.  We were particularly concerned about Ben, one of our older horses.  He was looking a bit poor and we could see signs of red worm in his droppings which were often loose.    

What promoted you to join Intelligent Worming?
As well as Ben, we were also worried about a mare who had arrived in foal and struggled to put on and maintain condition after weaning.
A friend had recommended we look at Intelligent Worming.

How easy was it to join?

It was straightforward; with a form to complete for each horse, followed by a quick response providing their suggested programme which showed the factors that had been taken into consideration. It was a weight off our minds and easy just being able to talk it all through.  It’s marvellous to have someone to sort out the science for us.
What are the selling points for you?

The key thing is that it is all specific to each horse which makes so much sense for us, with the variety of horses and ponies we have here.
One year down the line, is Intelligent Worming delivering what you wanted?
Yes.  We find that it saves time because we are not rushing around trying to look for wormers at the best prices.  Everything just arrives when it is needed so we know exactly what and when to treat, as well as when to take samples.  And we know that all the worm count results will be controlled and reviewed.

It’s a case of working together.  We have our input but everything is taken care of.  The natural treatments we were using were relatively expensive and, by comparison, Intelligent Worming proved quite cost effective.
Are there any disadvantages?
We thought it might be difficult to work out a way of dovetailing in with the estate’s natural farming methods; but in actual fact Intelligent Worming have come up with a program which is delivering maximum effectiveness for the minimum chemical input; so everybody is happy.

